The continuing challenge of acute and perforated appendicitis.
A two year review of 216 patients with a preoperative diagnosis of appendicitis is used to help clarify the continuing points of controversy concerning appendicitis. Morbidity of perforated appendicitis by far exceeds that of nonperforated cases. Twenty-nine per cent of patients had perforation with a postoperative complication rate of 33 per cent. Rate of wound infection after perforation was 15 per cent despite antibiotics and delayed wound closure. Pediatric patients in this study did not experience a higher incidence of perforation or complication. A decision tree for management of acute appendicitis is presented.